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AUSTRALIA 


DOCTORS NEEDED FROM UK TO WORK AFTER NORMAL HOURS 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 22 Jan 81 p 1 
[Article by Gregory Turnbull, Medical Reporter) 


[Excerpt] A private medical service in Sydney will import more than 100 doctors 
from Britain this year because it says it cannot find local doctors prepared to 
work after hours. 


This is despite a call by the Australian Medical Association for a 20 per cent 
reduction in the number of medical students because of an oversupply of doctors-- 
especially in the metropolitan area. The proprietor of Western Medical Services 
Pty Ltd, Mr Chris Mann, said yesterday that the service planned to sponsor 10 
doctors a month from Britain. They could expect to earn $600 to $800 a week for 
45 to 50 hours’ work. 


Loophole in the Law 


The service, based at Merrylands, has a full-time office in Manchester, England, 
which recruits doctors to come here on working visas for three months to a year. 
The doctors pay their own air fares, but have to be sponsored by an employer in 
Australia if they wish to practise here. 


The medical secretary of the State branch of the Australian Medical Association, 
Dr Noel van Dugteren, said yesterday the association was “most unhappy" about the 
sponsoring of overseas doctors by the service. 


Dr van Dugteren said the service was exploiting a loophole in the law relating to 
immigration by doctors. 


“Work visas should only be given where the service cannot be provided by local 
doctors,” Dr van Dugteren said. 


He said other after hours medical services in Sydney had not had to resort to 
importing doctors. 


cso: 5400 











BRIEFS 


CONTINUING FLU EPIDEMIC--Bermuda is still in the grips of a flu epidemic, with 
357 cases of the illness being reported last week. But an optimistic note was 
sounded yesterday by Chief Medical Officer Dr John Gourlay, who said that the 
worst of the epidemic might now be over. "The number of reported cases was 
down from the 371 reported the week before. It probably means that it may 
have plateaued. By next week we should know for sure whether it is on the way 
down. But the outlook is encouraging. Meanwhile the bug is continuing to cause 
problems at the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital. Last week administrator 

Mr Geoffrey Scaddan reported that the hospital was having to cut back on some 
admissions, because of widespread sickness among nurses. And yesterday he said 
that the situation had not improved. "As staff have returned, other staff have 
been stricken. Today I think there are something like 25 nurses out, and it 
doesn't look like improving this week. However, we are admitting, albeit on a 
light basis, non-emergency cases, but we are still, very, very busy." [Text] 
{Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 29 Jan 81 p 1] 
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BRAZIL 


STUDY REVEALS POLIO ALMOST UNDER CONTROL NATIONWIDE 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 13 Feb 81 p 14 


[Text] Braeilia--The latest study by the Ministry of Health's Epidemiological 
Division indicates that in December only seven cases of poliomyelitis were reported 
throughout the country, According to Joao Batista Risi, national secretary of 
Basic Health Actions, if this level is maintained, we shall have reached our goal 
in controlling po.iio as established during the national campaign conducted last 
year. 


The number of permissible cases in controlling poliomyelitis among almost 119 
million Brazilians would be 119 per year with a monthly average of about 9 cases. 
This level is in agreement with the Ten-Year Health Plan for the Americas discussed 
by the continent's health ministries in Chile in 1972, establishing a rat» of less 
than 0.1 case per 100,000 inhabitants as a goal in controlling the disease. 


Continuity 


Mr Risi emphasized the need to maintain the high levels of vaccination carried out 
in 1980 and pointed to the experience of other countries where lack of continuity 
in vaccination programs resulted in a return to the previous high incidences of 
the disease. 


“Again this year we need to repeat, and in some instances exceed, last year's two- 
day nationwide vaccination program so that vaccinations may become a routine 
matter at satisfactory levels." 


He pointed out that until 1979 inefficiencies in the system of epidemiological 
control gave reason to believe that many cases were not reported and that, conse- 
quently, the true incidence of poliomyeliti: might be higher than indicated by the 
number of cases actually recorded. Informa ton obtained prior to and subsequent 
to the campaign indicates that more than 50 percent of the cases reported were 
diagnosed as poliomyelitis which had been averted. 
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MALARIA INCIDENCE IN PARA SET AT 37,000 


Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 31 Jan 81 p 13 


[Text] Brasilia--With 37,656 cases of malaria of which 13,809 originated in pros- 
pecting areas, Para offers the most critical situation in the fight against the 
disease, according to Jose Fiuza Lima, director of the Superintendency for Public 
Health Campaigns (SUCAM). He emphasized that 20 percent of the cases in the Amazon 
River region--about 25,000--are also traceable to the same source. 


The final decument of the meeting of SUCAM coordinators in Amazonia, whose purpose 
was to define antimalarial strategies to be adopted in prospecting areas, decided 
upon semiannual spraying of the houses, assessment and visits to the prospecting 
areas, preventive chemotherapeutic treatment of anyone suspected of having con- 
tracted the disease and thorough investigation of any cases reported, 


Prospecting Areas 


At present, Para has 136 mining claims registered with SUCAM, but only 18 are being 
worked and another 16 were not registered due to lack of access or permission to 
prospect. The number of mining claims being worked is small because of the cost of 
the trip from any one of them to Santarem, which is 15,000 cruzeiros per person. 


"Since SUCAM does no. have any planes or sufficient financial resources, experts 
make the trip twice per year on behalf of the companies which own the claims, and 
this is done as a matter of courtesy when it pleases them to do so. Many times," 
Fiusa Lima said, "the mining claim owners do not permit the SUCAM experts to enter 
the mining area. Thus, they do not know whether the disease is prevalent in a given 
area or not." 





He stressed that the biggest concern is the fact that the prospectors move around 
a lot seeking gold and thus spread the disease to areas where it did not previously 
exist. 


Eradication of malaria at the Peixoto Mining Claim is also difficult in that this 
claim is very large and is spread over a large area making it difficult to pin down 
any foci. Amazonas, which has only 11 registered mining claims, is easier to 
control. 


“Prospecting is done with the use of ferryboats, 47 in all and employing 279 men, 
and this makes treatment by SUCAM easier and its control more thorough." 











The document also establishes chat, if necessary, measures will be taken to 
eliminate the mosquitoes which tranemit the disease and arrange for radical 
treatment under laboratory and epidemiological conditions, 


Deputy Tries to Prevent Outbreak 


Sao Luis--Approximately 300 persons--almost one-fifth of the 2,000 inhabitants of 
Colonia Pimentel, located in the municipality of Pindare-Mirim at adistance of 240 
km from this capital--contracted malaria, Deputy Marco Antonio Vieira da Siiva 
(PDS [Social Democratic Party]), who made this disclosure, warned that the risk of 
an outbreak could reach neighboring «ceas--Santa Tereza, Tufilanida and Cahoeira-- 
if SUCAM doee not immediately eliminate the disease centers. 


Dr Hernani Carneiro, director of SUCAM, does not consider the situation serious 
inasmuch as "an examination of more than 200 slides revealed only 13 cases." He 

said that malaria was transmitted by Tucurui workers and prospectors from Serra Pelada, 
in Para, who were passing *hrough the area, Another cause was the rise in the 

level of the water in the Ceru and Pindare rivers, which formed marshy areas suita>dle 
for the proliferation of the anopheles, the mosquito which transmits malaria. 


Dr Hernani Carneiro also asserted that, in December, when the number of cases began 
to rise, improper medicine was prescribed for the treatment of malarial fever. 
"Undoubtedly, it was thought that the fever prevalent at the time was due to 
influenza or some other ailment,” 
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TYPHOID FEVER OUTBREAK DENIED--Yesterday the Secretariat of Health denied that there 
were cases of typhoid fever in the Camargo Novo district of Itaim Paulista as 
reported day before yesterday by residents who demonstrated in protest of sanitary 
conditions in that area. According to Jorge Caiano, director of the Health Center, 
the only case--a 13-year-old girl--was reported on 29 December. “The child was 
admitted to Emilio Ribas Hospital and 20 daye later was isolated upon being suspected 
of having typhoid fever," he said. However, he admitted that sanitary conditions 
are very bad. "The dietrict in question has no sewage system and, from time to time, 
there are cases of contamination inasmuch as water carrying excrement drains off via 
a stream which divides the shantytown. And I would not be surprised to see an out- 
break of typhoid fever." According to the doctors, the outbreak in Diadema seems 

to be under control inasmuch as no new case has occurred since last week. There 
were 42 suspected cases reported in Paulina; 13 of these showed positive Vidal 
reaction, “But this, according to the same doctors, is not yet a confirmation of 
typhoid fever. This initial test is not conclusive; it must be evaluated together 
with observation by the clinic's staff and with other laboratory tests," he explained. 
[Text] [Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 10 Feb 81 p 12) 8568 


MASS IMMUNIZATION PLANS DISCUSSED——Brasilia--Nat ional directives .imed at inten- 
sifying vaccination against measles, diphtheria, tetanus and whooping cough will 

be discussed on 3, 4 and 5 February in Brasilia during 4 national conference on 
mass immunization in 1961. Special days will continue to be set aside nationwide 
for vaccination against infantile paralysis--the second Saturday of June and August; 
and this will also be discussed by the representatives of the estate secretariate of 
health and the coordinators of the national immunization campaigns. The national 
conference will aleo serve to coordinate the state programs and strategies with the 
availability of material and human resources to be furnished by the Federal Govern- 
ment and give national approval to work programs prepared by the secretariate for 
mass immunization. In addition to state representatives, the conference will be 
attended by specialists from the ministries of health and social security and 
representatives from the Brazilian Pediatrics and Nursing societies and from PAHO 
[Pan American Health Organization]. For the purpose of information and discussion, 
specialists from the Secreteriat of Basic Health Actions and the Ministry of Health 
will supply the conference participants with timetables relative to antimeasle 
vaccination, campaigns and routine immunization. [Text] [Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE 
SAO PAULO in Portuguese 1 Feb 81 p 17) 8568 
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CARE OF LEPROSY PATIENTS DESCRIBED 
Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE in French 24 Jan 81 p 4 
[Article] 


[Excerpts] The 28th World Leprosy Day will be observed next 
Sunday, 25 January 1980 [sic] throughout the Cameroon United 


Republic. 


The goal of this day, beyond [the expression of] solidarity 
with our sick brothers which it entails, is to inform the 
public about the disease. 


The struggle against this scourge in our country marshals an 
impressive amount of logistical resources: 


7 provincial branches of preventive medicine and public hygiene; 
42 departmental branches of preventive and rural medicine; 

4 demonstration areas of public health activity; 

14 leprosy hospitals; 

39 private institut ions; 

366 permanent treatment centers; 


377 visitation routes, including 38 auto circuits, more than 
1,000 part-time personnel and more than 300 fulltime. 


Out of 31,509 victims, only 2,123 are hospitalized in leprosaria or live in towns 
adjacent to a specialized center. All others are treated at home by craveling 
nurses going through the villages every two weeks or once a month according to the 
accessibility of the area, and distributing medicine to the patients. Twice a year 
the patients are seen by leper-monitors trained at OCEAC (Organization Against 
Endemic Diseases in Central Africa) which assesses the clinical condition of the 
lepers and pronounces the malady's prognosis. 











Recovery 


These lenrer-monitors are themselves supervised by the head doctors of the provin- 
celal and departmental branches which send their reporte to the head of the leprosy 
bureau which iteelf is under the director of preventive medicine and public 
hygiene. 


When the course of the disease has been arrested, with the help of medicaments, the 
patiente are declared inactive, but remain under treatment. 


In a second phase, the patients will be kept under observation without treatment, 
then after 2 years will be declared recovered if there have been no new disease 
symptoms. 


Every year about 2,000 lepers are freed in this manner from this scourge of 
leprosy. 


Confidence 


They owe their recovery in part to thie rigorous organization, but in greater part 
to their awareness of their disease and regularity of treatment. 


On the occasion of World Leprosy Day, officials urge leprosy patients to put 
their confidence in those who are treating them, not to neglect their treatments, 
for they have as much chance of recovery as those stricken by other diseases. 


9516 
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CHILE 


OUTBREAK OF RABLES DETSCTED IN BULNES AREA 
Santiago EL MECURIO in Spanish 28 Jan 81 p C-7 
[Unattributed article: "In Nuble: Rabies Outbreak Threatens to Spread") 


[Text] An outbreak of rabies threatening to spread was discovered by health of fi- 
cials in the Bulnes area in the Eight Region. The information was turned in by 
veterinary Dr Miguel Alvarez, international expert on the subject, whose assistance 
on this case was requested. 


According to Dr Alvarez, the case involves some danger “because it seems we are in 
the midst of a rabies explosion." He added that they are already taking the neces- 
sary measures to contain the outbreak in a .one where this malady has not been seen 
for 5 years. In addition, EL MERCURIO consulted Chilean health officials who re- 
ported that they had antirabies vaccine for animals only, not humans. 


Origin 


The doctor stated that the first case of rabies appeared in a c w on El Retamo farm, 
Bulnes commune. Up to the moment, it has not been possible to determine the origin 
of this case, which is worrying the outstanding veterinarians i: the area who have 
come to believe that there are cases of wild rabies in animals like the fox, quique 
{small mammal] and others. 


Then last week a new case was detected in a place 30 km farm the farm mentioned 
and it turned out to be a clinical case of rabies. The rabies syndrome was found in 
dog samples also, which could complete the picture of a spreading disease. 


Control Policies 


Until last year there was a national zoonosis control in the Ministry of Health Epi- 
demiology Unit of the Programs Support Department, the counseling for which was 
done by a veterinary doctor who planned and developed control programs for the 
various types of rabies which exist in this country. 


Dr Alvarez pointed out that rabies was a zoonosis well on its way to eradication 

in 1978 when there were only five cases in the metropolitan area in the months of 
January and February, two reported in dogs and three in cattle, and in 1979 two more 
cases, one in Arica and another in Concepcion. Lately, the disease has appeared 
much more frequently. In 1960 there were 624 cases in Chile and in 1955 five people 
died of it in Santiago alone. The last case of human rabies was reported in 1972. 








"Between May 1979 and November 1980 no more rabies cases were reported in the coun- 
try, thanks to the control and eradication policies," added Alvarez. “However, when 
we become overconfident, believing that the disease has been eradicated and elimin-= 
ating or relaxing control, i: comes back again.” He stressed that as is the case 
with foot and mouth disease, Chile should be proud of having eradicated it, “but 

if we stop the control program or remove the professionals devoted to it, the entire 
investment and years of work will be lost, and foot and mouth disease will reappear. 
The same holds true for rabies. We must be firm in our goals,” he added, 


Vaccines 


There was a vaccine throughout Latin America which caused paralysis as a side effect. 
Since it was made from the nervous tissue of animals like rabbits, it could cause 
allergic reactions in some individuals and produce neuropathic phenomena. 


These consequences have been reduced to a minimum, to a ratio of one per 50,000 
cases, thanks to the vaccine from Fuenzalida and Palacios, two Chilean specialists 
who produced an immunization from the nervous tissues of nursing rats, which are not 
yet very well developed and do not have the encephalitogenic factor capable of pro- 
ducing that type of accident. 
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ETHIOPIA 


MASSIVE VACCINATION PROGRAM--Deseie (ENA)=--A massive vaccination campaign against 
contagious diseases is underway in Wollo region with the aim of reaching every 
expectant mother and child. According to the Regional Health Officer, Comrade 
Seifu Wolde-Abraham, more than 14,000 pregnant women and children below two years 
of age have so far received vaccination against six communicable and other dis- 
eases. It was learnt that the campaign will continue with systematic and effec- 
tive programmes to reach every mother and child. New campaigns will shortly get 
underway, according to the programme. Comrade Seifu said that the new health 
programme which is hoped to ensure health for all in the region by the year 2000, 
in line with the UN recommendation, facilitates for the full integration of the 
people, the application of local means and the active cooperation of the people 
in the health campaign. The campaign also concentrates on individual and environ- 
mental hygiene, control of communicable diseases, use of water, mother and child 
care, balanced diet, vaccination, health education programme and self-cure of 
minor diseases. The campaign will have the assistance of locally trained health 
representatives selected from among the community. So far 411 health representa- 
tives and 196 midwives have been trained while the plan for the current year 
envisages the training of 210 and 88 more health representatives and midwives. 
According to the Health Officer, about three million people have been treated 
medically in the region in the last two years. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIO- 
PIAN HERALD in English 17 Feb 81 pp 1,5] 
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GUYANA 


BATTLE AGAINST MALARIA CONTINUES; INCIDENCE UP IN 1980 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 23 Jan 81 p 16 
[Passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] /Government health officials have lamented their limited control over 
the malaria situation in Guyana. However the Health Ministry has expressed the 
hope that by the end of this year there would be a reduction in the incidence 
of the disease in the country, Dr Walter Chin said yesterday./ 


During 1980 more than 3,000 cases of malaria were reported, especially in the 
interior areas, the Chief Medical Officer in the Ministry of Health added. 


But in the Linden area, late last year, eight cases were reported. According to 
Dr Chin these were on the right bank of the Demerara River in the Watooka area. 


Close monitoring of the persons who contracted the illness revealed that only 
one had travelled further up river, to an area where the disease may still be 
existing, he said. 


Dr Chin pointed out that the other seven may have become infected in the area 
where they resided. 


The Chief Medical officer said that normally, all the cases of malaria on the 
coast resulted from persons coming out of interior areas, bringing the parasite 
with them. 


Malaria in Guyana is caused by Protozoans, /Plasmodium vivax and Plasmodium 
falciparum/ both of which are transmitted among people by the /Anopheles/ 
mosquito. 


These organisms, which live in the blood and liver of human beings, are trans- 
mitted from one victim to another when bitten by the mosquitoes. 


Dr Chin said that sometime late last year a group of tributers (gold miners) 
from the Bee Hive area mthe East Coast of Demerara, who were working in the 
Rupununi were affected by the disease. 


He added that the Ministry of Health Authorities in Bartica alerted Georgetown 
and prompt action was taken. 
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In Linden a masa blood emear and teating campaign ia being carried out and 
there is also a programme of DDT spraying in the area, It is hoped that the 
apraying would reduce the density of the vector moaquitoes, 


Personnel were also sent further up the Demerara River to carry out blood 
teats among the people there in an effort to detect any more cases, 


Dr Chin said that the cooperation of the public was needed thie time, and 
those who travel to the interior should enaure that they cooperate with the 
officiala of the Vector Control Unit. 


Dr Chin said that before anyone entered the interior areas he should consult 
the Vector Control Unit for prophylactic anti-malarial treatment and on return- 
ing, should ensure that blood samples are taken and tested for the exietence 

of malarial parasites. 


Dr Chin stated that there were more cases of the disease last vear than in 
1979, 


In the 19608 the disease was considered eradicated in the coastal areas. This 
was a period when DDT was first introduced and new treatments were available. 


In Guyana, at this time four different tablets are available for treating 
malaria. 
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GUYANA 


BROAD COMMITMENT ENLISTED IN GEORGETOWN CLEAN-UP 
Government Meeting 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Feb 61 pp 8-9 


[Excerpts] Several Public and Private sector agencies together with service 
oganisations and the Disciplined Services have expressed support and are con- 
sidering ways of assisting the environmental programme coordinated by the 
Water and Environment section of the Ministry of Public Welfare. 


This pledge was made yesterday when top officials from all the sectors, in- 
cluding the entire public sector, the Mayor and City Council, Guystack, the 
Disciplined Services, Lions Club, Guyana Manufacturers’ Association, the 
Guyana Chamber of Commerce, Consumers Association, GUYWA, the National Parks 
Commission and the media among others met with Vice President for Public Wel- 
fare, Hamilton Green and Minister, Water Supply and Environment, Joshua Chow- 
ritmootoo at their Homestretch Avenue office. 


Vice President Creen told the high-level gathering that what was needed now 
was less talk and fewer meetings and in their place there should be a collec- 
tive commitment which would naturally entail involvement from citizens at all 
levels. 


It was agreed that the ongoing programme for environment upliftment and stabil- 
ity would continue and Vice President Green has charged Minister Chowritmootoo 
with the responsibility of examining the by-laws of the city which were now pre- 
pared for enactment and are expected to enforce sanctions against "litterbugs” 
or people who seem to have a vested interest in fouling up the environment. 


A public relations programme would be developed and incorporated as an ongoing 
part of the clean-up exercise and this would be done jointly with the water 
supply system as a programme of this kind has already been formulated at the 
Ministry level, Minister Chowritmootoo has said. 


People would be encouraged to maintain standards of cleanliness and the active 
participation of people in the exercise would be encouraged, he said. 


Immediately the task is being assessed and the necessary organisation is pro- 
ceeding to achieve the objectives as other systems are thrown into motion, he 
said. 


Li 








The graver problems of inadequacy of living space must be placed for immediate 
consideration, he said, 


Garbage Collection 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Feb 81 pp 1,16 


[Excerpts] Procurement of new vehicles, possible switches in the hours of work 
for garbage collectors, and a massive health and sanitation education programme 
were some of the issues considered yesterday when Georgetown Mayor Mavis Benn 
met with top officials from Government Ministries, Corporations and other agen- 
cles. 


And the officials attending the meeting have given their support to a massive 
sanitation and health education programme which they have stated should start 
immediately. 


The Mayor observed that one of the major constraints affecting the work of the 
Municipality was the inadequate supervision of workers in addition to shortage 
of equipment and basic essentials for garbage dumping, like metal bins. 


The army officer said that...the City Council should provide bins along the roads 
and in public places for the disposal of incidental refuse. 


This view was fully supported by Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Public 
Welfare Cde Hetram Maraj who said that after the education programme a system of 
prosecution for noncompliance should be introduced. 


Several areas were examined with the view to improvement and these included the 
drainage and sewerage systems, the roads and the areas outside the Municipal 
market. 


Cde Fernandes warned that the City Council would lose its credibility to the 
point where people would not want to pay their rates and taxes if some very 
unsavoury practises continued. 


There were also some areas where effluent from the sewage, system was pumped 
into canals, he said, and suggested that this be pumped out or that the kokers 
be opened to flush the matter out. 


But veteran City Councillor Claude Merriman pointed out that East Demerara 
Water conservancy officials had indicated that the water pressure was already 
low and such a massive exercise would only cause adversities for people who 
required the use of the water. 
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New City By-Laws 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Feb 81 p 11 


[Text] Georgetown residents will be required to wrap all wet household waste 
in paper or other combustible material before disposing of them if the new by- 
laws drafted by the City Council and Joshua Cowritmootoo, Minister, Water and 
Environment, in the Office of Public Welfare are passed by Parliament. 


In addition the by-law to this effect requires that the waste be thoroughly 
drained of all water before being wrapped for disposal. 


Contained in the list of some 30 new by-laws is the stipulation that waste 
should be removed from any building and premises as soon as practicable and 
should not remain exposed for longer than is necessary. 


Under the new system the receptacle for waste disposal is required to be made 

of metal and must be water tight, movable and of such size that it will be 
easily handled by one person when full or of a capacity not exceeding 0.18 

cubic metres (six cubic fleet). The receptacle should be kept clean, disinfected 
and properly covered with a well fitting cover when not required to be open. 


Under this system, if the new by-laws are fully approved any person who contra- 
venes them is liable on summary conviction to a fine of not more than $100 or 
imprisonment for a term of not more than three months. 


In the case of a continuing offence a fine of $15 will be imposed for each day 
of such continuance after a notice of the breach had been served by the City 
Council. 


The City Council may recover in court, any expenses incurred as a consequence 
of a breach of any by-law by persons who contravene the law. 


The new by-laws require that any time slaughterhouse offal, grease, soap and 
other commercial wastes are disposed of they shall be transported in closed 
carts or other closed vehicles and taken by the most direct route to the dis- 
posal site. 


Meanwhile, at a recent meeting with members of the Lions Club, Cde Chowritmoo- 
too secured assurances for the total cooperation of the club in the environment 
programme. 


It is expected that the club would take care of large parts of the country as 
well as provide 10 bins each month for the cleaning purposes. Minister Chow- 
ritmootoo indicated too, that there would be incinerators in different areas to 
take care of the waste in those places. 


In the by-laws this is provided for as well as the possibility of private 


responsible individuals or companies to take on the duties of private cleansing 
officers on a commercial basis. 


CSO: 5400 


16 











GUYANA 


PROGRAM TO IMPROVE FOOD HYGIENE OPENED IN GEORGETOWN 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 25 Jan 81 p 3 
[Passages enclosed within slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] /The Georgetown City Council is to launch a programme to improve 
hygiene, including eating houses, school vendors, cane juice vendors and 
other areas where people are involved in handling foodstuff. / 


Mayor Mavis Benn in her weekly broadcast to the citizens of Georgetown, said 
that a three-month programme has been prepared by the Food Hygiene Section of 
the council, and this would be implemented immediately. 


She said that the section would ensure that all eating houses were registered, 
and all beer gardens must have Public Health clearance, before they could 
obtain malt licences for the year. 


The Mayor observed that the section would also ensure that before all Cold 
Store licences were renewed every effort must be made to bring these premises 
up to standard, so far as the Public Health requirements were concerned. 


/These include availability, adequacy and proximity to their sanitary facili- 
ties so that no nuisance could be created. 


She added that special attention would also be paid to all food premises in 
general, in respect to such areas as the re-painting of walls, repairing and 
removing defective tables, chairs, cupboards and counters, and other furniture 
and equipment. 


Mayor Benn said that special emphasis would be placed on school vendors who 
sell their produce outside schools, to ensure that standards of hygiene and 
sanitation were maintained and where, if necessary, improved. The condition 
of their glass cases and containers must conform to the standards laid down by 
the department she added. / 


The Mayor also observed that the Food Hygiene Section was also not satisfied 
with the end product of cane juice vendors, and it was proposed to intensify 
work in this field to ensure that vendors adhere to the principles of hygiene 
and sanitation. 
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/It is hoped she said, that with the co-operation of the Government Analyst 
sampies of the cane juice would be taken from vendors, so as to ensure the 
wholesomeness of the product./ 


[Photo caption] Newly-elected Georgetown Mayor Mavis Benn has already begun 
her inspection tours of the city. Last week the Mayor visited the municipal 
markets and water street pavement vendors. In picture. Cde Benn cautions ven- 
dors who display vegetables on the ground. With the mayor are councillors 

and municipal officers. 


CSO: 5400 
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GUYANA 


GOVERNMENT STEPS UP IMPROVED FOOD HANDLING DRIVE 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 7 Feb 81 p 8 


[Text] The Government Analyst's Food and Drug Department has intensified its 
drastic measures' campaign aimed at stamping out substandard food processing. 


On Wednesday last officers of the department raided the processing operations of 
Azizan Mohamed at Chateau Margot, East Coast, Demerara and seized a quantity of 
plantain and wheat flour, according to Government Analyst and Commissioner of 
Food and Drugs, Dr Rex Woo-Ming. 


He said that essential equipment including a scale, a plastic sealing machine 
and an electric mill together with a quantity of labelled and unlabelled plastic 
bags were seized during the raid at the unlicensed operations which manufactured 
"Rose Bunch Products." 


A quantity of "Rose Bunch" ground peas were also seized from a city supermarket. 
According to Dr Woo-Ming the product was found to be grossly adulterated with 
rice starch. 


Meanwhile, the campaign is also moving into high gear in the Berbice area with 
officers there getting involved fully. 


On Monday last Dr F.E. Fierendo along with other officers inspected the chowmein 
factory owned by Lim Kim Shun and ordered that the factory be closed until such 
time as it was substantially improved, and legal proceedings completed. 


And earlier this month officers of the department seized a quantity of Kings 
Ground Peas, essential equipment and a quantity of packing material from Seenan 
Singh of Canal Number One Polder. The operation markets its products under the 
brand name Kings." 


According to Food Inspector B. G. Singh who conducted the raids the department 
would strive relentlessly to stamp out malpractices. 


CSO: 5400 
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GUYANA 


DRUG SUPPLIES--The Guyana Pharsaceutical Corporation (GPC) is extending ite 
services in the drug supplies and livestock feeds to the Essequibo Coast and 
Islands. Inkeeping with thie programme a bulk bond at Suddie is now being stocked 
with large quantities of drugs to supply all Government dispensaries, clinics and 
hospitals in the area. Supplies of druge will no longer be sent from Georgetown 
to the different medical agencies in Essequibo independently. According to super-~ 
visor at the bond, Phillip Smith, livestock feed will also be stored there to 
supply a G.P.C. pharmacy which is to become operational at Anna Regina early 

this month. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 3 Feb 81 p 9] 


SEWERAGE IMPROVEMENT--Minister, Water Supply and Environment in the Ministry of 
Public Welfare, Joshua Chowritmootoo and Georgetown Mayor, Mavis Benn, have 

both agreed that work on the rehabilitation of the City's Sewerage system should 
be accelerated. This followed a meeting between the Minister and the Mayor which 
also included top officials from the City Engineer's Department and the George- 
town Sewerage and Water Commissioners. However, it was made clear by the Minis- 
ter that collaboration between the partics concerned was as 4 result of the crisis 
which severely disrupted the system during last week. The Minister said that the 
emergency meeting also took the opportunity to discuss what methods could and 
should be adopted to avoid a recurrence of the incident. It all came about after 
mains at two points in Central Georgetown buret and very nearly crippled the 
city's 52-year-old system. At the moment, a 10-year rehabilitation programme is 
continuing. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Feb 81 p 11) 
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INDONESIA 


MEASLES IN EAST NUSATENGGARA~-Morbili (measles) which has spread in East Flores 
Regency and Ngada Regency in East Nusatenggara since December has caused the 
deathe of 17 children. Stores of medicines in the regency are depleted and are 
minimal in Kupang, the capital of East Nusatenggara. According to the latest 
news from the East Flores Regency, which only arrived in Kupang on 3 January, 
measles began to spread in early December, with 107 cases developing. As of 

3} January, 11 children had died. In Ngada Regency, the disease began to spread 
in mid-December, with 240 cases developing. As of 7 January, when reports of 
measles reached Kupang, 6 children had died. ([Excerpts) [Jakarta KOMPAS in 
Indonesian 10 Jan 81 p 12) 


DENGUE FEVER IN EAST JAVA--Since early January eight villages in the Dianggu, 
Pungging and Mojosari Subdistricts in Mojokerto Regency, East Java, were struck 
by dengue fever and as of Monday, 5 January, four persons were recorded to have 
died of the epidemic in Kedunglengkong village, Dianggu Subdistrict. The number 
of victims in the villages of Mojosari and Pungging Subdistricts rose each day 
so that the Mojosari Hospital was unable to care for the cases and was forced 

to provide emergency treatment in the compounds of local clinics in the villages 
while those seriously ill were transported to the Dr Wahidin Sudirohusodo General 
Hospital in the capital city of Mojokerto as blood hemorrhaged from their noses 
and ears. Dr Sumitro, the chief of the Mojokerto Regency Health Service, an- 
swered SINAR HARAPAN's questioning by saying thie was the first occurrence of a 
dengue fever epidemic in the regency. It was estimated that it occurred because 
the local population failed to take care of environmental sanitation and because 
there was enough stagnant water from the rain which had fallen several days 
earlier to actively encourage the development of the dengue fever virus. 
{Excerpts} [Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 9 jan 81 p 3) 





JAMAICA 


KINGSTON ABATTOIR CLOSED BY HEALTH OFFICIALS 
Uneanitary Conditions 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Feb 81 pp 1, 15 


[Excerpt] Shocking sanitary conditions at the Kingeton 
Abattoir have caused it to be closed down indefinitely. 


On instructions from the Chief Public Health Inspector 
for Kingston, Mr Earle Foster, the big city slaughter 
house, which provides meat for Kingston's markets and 
households, ceased operating yesterday, after killing 
cattle and Livestock needed for the weekend supply. 


"The Abattoir will remain closed until such time as it has been brought up to a 
fitting sanitary condition,” a spokesman for the K.S.A.C. Public Health Depart- 
ment said yesterday. 


In the wake of the decision the Minister of Local Government, the Hon. Pearnel 
Charles, announced last night that he has called a meeting for tomorrow morning 
with the Town Clerk, the Superintendent of the Abattoir and the Public Health 
Inspector and their deputies to examine all aspects of the operation of the 
abattoir with a view to taking the necessary steps to bring it up to acceptable 
standards. 


Conditions at the Abattoir have been steadily deteriorating. Offal containers 
are not cleared and are breeding flies, drains are clogged to the point where 
slaughtering has had to be suspended. 


Ultimatum 


Only last weekend the Minister in a tongue-lashing of K.S.A.C. staff workers 
whom he accused of slacking on the job, declared: “If the public knew what was 
going on at the Abattoir they wouldn't eat from it.” 


Things came to a head on Thursday when the K.S.A.C. Trusts Committee, which has 
charge of the Abattoir, among other city property, heard from the City Engineer's 
Department, on conditions there. 
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This report followed an ultimatum given by the Chief Public Health Inapector 
to the management of the Abattoir to bring it up to a proper etate of sanita- 
tion by last week Friday, or face the fact of being shut down until that state 
was reached, 


Thureday's meeting was told that the conditions which had been complained of had 
not improved, and it was decided to proceed with the plan to close it down for 
a period, 


An inspection of the Abattoir carried out on February 2 by the Chief Public 
Health Inspector found the following insanitary conditions: 


~-Prolific fly-breeding in offal and other wastes. 
--Drains blocked and obnoxious odour emanating therefrom. 


~-Slaughter Hall in insanitary condition. Workers seen in dirty clothing and 
meat being handled in an insanitary manner. 


--Hooks and other equipment in need of cleaning. 


~-Meat inspection knives and other utensils not being sterilised because of 
nonfunctioning of sterilisery. [as published) 


-=-Improper disposal of condemned meat, as by-product room is not functioning. 


--Condemned meat being collected by employees for dog food, with the possibility 
of being sold for human consumption. 


Corrective Measures 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 16 Feb 81 p 1 
[Text] The Kingston Abattoir is to remain closed indefinitely, while a reorgan- 
ization and clean-up programme ordered by the Minister of Local Government, the 
Hon. Pearnel Charles, is effected. 
The corrective measures taken yesterday include: 
-=The immediate temporary transfer of Chief Public Health Inspector, Mr Earl 
Foster to the abattoir, to work in collaboration with the Superintendent, Mr L. 


L. Blackwood, on correcting some of the problems at the slaughterhouse. 


-=-The transfer of 20 “crash programme” workers from today to carry out clean-up 
operations at the abattoir. 


— request to the Town Clerk to make an immediate study of discipline an 
attitude at the institution. 


— n immediate examination of the security fence around the abattoir, with a 
view to determining what repairs were needed. 


Xe 
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In & statement yesterday, Mr Charles said that he held a meeting with the Chief 
Public Health Inspector, the Town Clerk, the Deputy Town Clerk, the Deputy 
Chief Public Health Inapector, the Superintendent of the abattoir, and he wae 
satisfied that the action in closing it was justified, 


Mr Charles said he agreed with all eleven findings made by the Chief Public 
Health Inspector reflected the kind of management and workmanship at the abat- 
toir,” Mr Charles said. 


"I am to have discussions with the Commissioner of Police to request a strong 
police patrol presence in the area,” he added. 


He said he was "greatly surprised and displeased" to discover that the abattoir 
was costing $278,000 per year to maintain, while its revenue yield was only 
$70,000 per annum, 


The Minister has requested an updated report on the situation at the Abattoir by 
this weekend, at which time another meeting will be held to determine if and when 
the slaughterhouse will be brought back into operation. 


The abattoir was ordered closed indefinitely by the Chief Public Health Inspec- 
tor on Friday because of what was described as “shocking sanitary conditions.” 


Among the conditions found were: prolific breeding of flies; blocked drains; 
insanitary conditions in the slaughter hall; dirty equipment; improper disposal 
of condemned meat; and workers wearing dirty clothing. 
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JAMAICA 





PLANS OUTLINED FOR IMPROVING RURAL WATER SUPPLY 
Kingeton THE DAILY GLEANER in English 17 Feb 81 p 1 


[Excerpt] The Government has formulated a $46-million rural water supply pro- 
gramme to meet the needs of approximately 300,000 people in 129 communities, 
Minister of Local Government, the Hon. Pearnel Charles, announced yesterday 
morning. 


Mr Charles was opening a three-day seminar on the International Drinking Water 
Supply and Sanitation Decade (1981-'90) at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel in New 
Kingston. 


Mr Charles said that during the decade, the government would be concentrating 
on implementation of water supplies under the programme on the basis of prior- 
ities. 


These priorities, he said, would not be political but would relate to the great- 
est need of the communities to be served, which have populations ranging from 
500 to 4,000 people. 


Study 


Mr Charles said that the programme, which came as a result of a rural water supply 
study, reflected the importance which the government placed on the need to bring 
water to deep rural communities so as to eradicate the present practices where 
women and children have to be carrying water in buckets and other containers 

over long distances. 


On some of the steps being taken oy the government with the assistance of inter- 
national lending institutions to solve some of the country's water problems, 

Mr Charles mentioned the Montego Bay/Falmouth Water Supply scheme which was 
scheduled to be completed in June at a cost of $34-million. 


Also the Greater Mandeville Water Supply scheme, which was on stream, and was 
being constructed at a cost of $28-million to serve a population of 70,000 
people expected to increase to 104,000 by 1995. 


In the Corporate Area, a major sewerage construction programme was under way to 
convey sewage to the treatment facilities at a cost of approximately $26-million. 
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A sub-system to bring in water from the Castleton area at a cost of $9.4 mil- 
lion would be commencing shortly, Mr Charles said. He also mentioned the Blue 
Mountain Water Supply project which would have ae one of its aima the develop- 
ment of electric power from water energy. 


Potential 
Mr Charles noted that few development projects had greater potential for directly 


benefiting the health and socioeconomic well-being of the people than water 
supply and sanitation services. 
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JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


DRUG SUPPLIES--Spanish Ambassador, His Excellency Joaquin Cervino, said Tues- 
day that lines of credit to supply Jamaica with drugs and equipment from Spain 
may shortly be explored. He stated this during discussions with Minister of 
Health, Dr. the Hon. Kenneth Baugh. Mr Cervino said that the country was will- 
ing to assist in supplying certain kinds of drugs which were in short supply 

in local hospitals. As a first step, he would contact the Spanish Red Cross to 
procure these drugs as a gift, before exploring the possibility of providing 
lines of credit. The ambassador said that he would also welcome further 
meetings and discussions on the question of equipment and ambulances, and other 
needs. Dr Baugh expressed his thanks for the offer of assistance as Jamica's 
needs were great and urgent. Mr Cervino was accompanied by the Commercial Secre- 
tary in the Embassy, Mr Inigo Febrel. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 22 Jan 81 p 13) 


GARBAGE DUMPING--Measures aimed at keeping the Corporate Area clean by control- 
ling “illegal and inconsiderate" dumping of garbage and rubbish, were outlined 
on Thursday by the Minister of Local Government, the Hon. Pearnel Charles. 
Detailing the measures, Mr Charles in a news release said that (a) the security 
forces are to set up special patrols to apprehend those who dump refuse illeg- 
ally, (b) the private sector is being asked to institute a system whereby truck- 
men and others who «re to be paid to do dumping are paid only on a certificate 
issued from the K.S.A.C.'s public dump in Riverton City; and (c) the road to the 
public dump is to be improved immediately and a sum of $20,000 has been earmarked 
for this purpose. Mr Charles also disclosed that consideration is being given 
for the respective laws to be revised to provide stiffer penalties for dumping, 
including apprehension of persons and the confiscation of vehicles from which 
material is being dumped. Consideration is also being given, in view of the 
present shortage of garbage collection units to the establishment of specific 
garbage disposal areas in certain communities where citizens can take their 
garbage for trucks to pick them up. Also being considered is the proposal that 
garbage for collection be put in certain containers or in covered tins and that 
households be advised of the days when collections would be made in their areas. 
[Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 26 Jan 81 p 2) 
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WUMAN DISEASES MAURITANIA 


BRIEFS 


RABIES OUTBREAK IN TRARZA--Three localities situated between Rosso and Mederdra 

have been isolated from the rest of the region for a period of 3 months. The 

towns are Heeye Babya, NWar Eychaya, and N'Touvey. The decision was made jointly 

by the Trarza regional authorities and a commission of doctors and veterinarians. 
The reason is that rabies, a disease dangerous to men as well as animales, made 

a dramatic reappearance within a few days in the region. At the present time, 
mainly domesticated animals are affected and 30 camels have fallen victim. In- 
habitants of the region must be careful because their lives are at stake. According 
to specialists, they must avoid contact with affected animals since known cures 

do not always give satisfactory results. This is the reason why Dr Sidat, Director 
of the National Hygiene Center who has been heading a team for the last several 
days, recommends prevention. With this objective his team is attempting to provide 
advice to the population. It is also necessary to be careful about wandering dogs 
whose elimination has been requested by the Trarza governor. Let me remind you 

that rabies caused its first damage in Tefertess and the neighboring areas about 

60 km from Nouakchott in September 1980. Several camels were then affected and an 
anti-rabies vaccination program was instituted in order to avoid a possible epidemic. 
[Text] [Nouakchott CHAAB in French 23 Feb 81 p 7) 6445 


RABIES PREVENTION MEASURES--Rabies, which appeared a few weeks ago in the Nouak- 
chott area (40 km) has just broken out in the Trarza region. Measures have been 
taken by the administrative and medical authorities to prevent the spread of the 
disease in the region. This is reassuring, but one must nevertheless deplore the 
carelessness of some citizens who, perhaps unconsciously, expose their lives to 
danger by refusing to observe elementary but imperative preventive measures. 

This is unfortunate since rabies is a fearful disease that animals can easily 
transmit to men. Rabies has often decimated contaminated populations. Fortunately, 
the two outbreaks already detected in the country have not claimed any victims. 
This is primarily due to the vigilance of the responsible authorities who have 
sounded the alarm in each case after detecting the disease, and have warned the 
population to observe more prudence while using preventive measures. This spirit 
must be maintained in order to stop the spread outside the contaminated areas and 
also to protect the population from contagion which may have dramatic results. 
[Text] [Nouakchott CHAAB in French 5 Feb 81 p 1) 6445 
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MOZAMBILQUE 


FATALITIES REGISTERED IN RECENT CHOLERA OUTBREAK 
Beira Deaths 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 2 Feb 81 p 3 


[Text] Reports from Sofala inform us that the outbreak of cholera which is con- 
tinuing at this moment in the city of Beira has caused the deaths of 7 patients 
up to now and the hospitalization of 92 others. 


While this is going on the vaccination campaign work begun days ago in the pro- 
vincial capital of Sofala is continuing. Parallel to this campaign, pills are 
being distributed to persons who leave Sofala for other parts of the country. 
It is emphasized that cholera outbreaks in recent months have struck some re- 
gions of the provinces of Maputo and Nampula, but at this moment the situation 
is under control. 


Maputo, Nampula Outbreak 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 3 Feb 81 p 2 


[Text] The outbreak of cholera which was announced on last 20 December in the 
city of Beira, in the center of the country, caused up to yesterday 14 deaths, 
of which the majority were children. 


In that time period 1,719 persons residing in that city and suburbs were exam- 
ined to see if they were contaminated with that disease. Of those examined, 
111 persons are now patients in the several hospitals. 


To deal with the situation the health authorities in that region of Mozambican 
territory have begun to intensify the vaccination work and other measures tending 
to prevent the spread of that epidemic. As of yesterday 12,462 persons have been 
vaccinated. This vaccination work is accompanied by the distribution of pills 
which function as immunizers in addition to recommendations to the local popula- 
tion to take hygienic precautions. 


Also the Mozambican provinces of Maputo and Nampula have recently reported cases of 
cholera in some of their regions. According to the health services, the situation 
in these two provinces is under control, although preventive type measures are 
still in effect. 


12,116 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


READER COMPLAINS ABOUT UNIFORMITY OF PRESCRIBED DRUGS 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 31 Jan 81 p 2 
[Reader's complaint and clarification by Maputo City Health Directorate] 


(Text] I very respectfully present this subject to your esteemed readers and to 
the competent structures so that they may explain it to me. 


I have observed several times that every person who goes in with any kind of ill- 
ness receives a prescription calling for half a dozen injections of penicillin 
and a few chloroquine tablets. 


And now I ask: Can these medicines possibly be a panacea for all the illnesses 
that we have in our young Republic? I don't think so. 


T. Massainga (resident of Maputo) 


[Editor's note] When the Maputo City Health Direct rate was contacted with regard 
to the subject presented by our reader we received the following information: 


"In answer to your note with reference to the letter from the reader of your news- 
paper, T. Massainga, we wish to advise you of the following: 


"1. Questions like those which are included in the reader's letter give us the 
opportunity to correct situations in some cases which are not properly handled 
and in others to give necessary clarification. So in the first place we shall 
offer our thanks for the letter from Mr T. Massainga since it permits the ap- 
pearance of this explanation which perhaps can be useful not only to that reader 
but to many other residents of Maputo, users of the units of the city Health 
Directorate. 


"2. Nearly 70 percent of the patients who come to our offices are suffering from 
infectious or parasitical diseases, which are linked to their residences and 
their educational level and affect their health. In developed countries the 
number of these illnesses is considerably lower, since a large part of the sani- 
tary problems of the environment and others which condition the health of the 
population are already solved and the population has a level of health educa- 
tion which permits it to avoid a large number of illnesses which concern us now. 














"3, The diagnosis of infectious and parasitical diseases is rather simple and 
their treatment is to be found in therapeutic plans which have been standardized 
for the entire country. In a general way we can say that middle-level technical 
health personnel=-nurses and medical technicians--not only know how to diagnose 
but also know how to treat these situations. This permits every sanitary unit 
to use screening consultations where these situations are diagnosed and treated 
while those which go beyond their competence are sent on to doctors. 


"4, From what we have stated above it can be inferred that these pathological 
cases which appear in our screening are of the same type. Thus in the cold sea- 
son infections of the respiratory tract are very frequent and in the hot season 
their place is taken by gastroenteritis. After the first rains the number of 
patients with malaria increases although there is a constant number of cases all 
year long. Parasitical diseases of the intestine and bladder show up in a more 
or less constant percentage all year long. 


"5. This can explain why a large number of the sick people who come into the 
consulting rooms for screening are also treated in the same way as this is the 
therapeutic practice used is common to many of them. 


"6. There is still another situation which makes the sick people think that 
something has been changed. That is that a few years ago there were about 10 
brands of chloroquine and perhaps more brands of penicillin. Thus that same- 
ness was not apparent since each office prescribed its own brand. At this time 
it is obligatory to prescribe according to the generic name of the drugs and so 
the sameness of the prescriptions becomes more evident. And that is all that we 
can think of to say on this subject.” 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


RURAL POPULATION PREFERS ‘'QUACKS'--Islamabad, Feb 20--Over 40 percent rural 
population still prefer quacks and "witch-doctors" to qualified medical prac- 
titioners for treatment of their ailments. According to a survey report con- 
ducted by Mr Imtiaz Zafar of Anthropology Department of Quaid-i-Azam University, 
rural folk, out of ignorance, illiteracy and above all meagre financial resources, 
cannot afford scientific cure and medicine. Therefore, he maintained, larger 
chunk of population get used to quackery and other unscientific medicinal pur- 
suits for treatment. Mr "mtiaz, who spent over six months in far-off villages 

of the Punjab province for his field work, said that unscientific medical treat- 
ment caused chronic ailments and raised mortality rates amongst rural masses. 

He suggested spread of mass education on the pattern of ‘Sipah-i-Danish' in Lran. 
Mr Arshad Saeed Khan, another student of the Anthropology Department, in his sur- 
vey on "Settlement of Thal Area of Punjab," disclosed that in 1892 only three per- 
cent of the Thal deserts was under cultivation which was now raised to 900 percent. 
APP. [Text] [Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 21 Feb 81 p 5] 


BALUCHISTAN IMMUNIZATION CENTERS--Quetta, Feb 19--All the sixteen districts of 
Baluchistan will have 32 centres to be set up by June this year under the expanded 
programme for immunization against six fatal diseases like polio, measels, 
whooping cough, diphteria, titanus [as published] and tuberculosis commonly 

found among children. This was disclosed by the Provincial Health Secretary, 

Dr Abdul Khaliq while inaugurating a seven-day training workshop for vaccinators 
in Quetta yesterday. The immunization programme initiated by the Federal and 
Provincial government with the assistance of WHO and UNICEF has already been 
extended to nine districts in the province. He said within next five years the 
programme will be extended to the rural population through rural health centres 
and Tehsil Hospitals. Thus the entire children population of Baluchistan includ- 
ing newly born babies would be covered. He advised the trainees to equip them- 
selves with sound knowledge during the training period not only in immunization 

of children against fatal diseases but also in educating the parents on useful- 
ness of the programme. He called upon the parents to avail the facilities extended 
by the Government for free vaccination of their children against fatal diseases. 
The Provincial Health Secretary thanked the Federal Government, WHO and UNICEF 

for extending assistance in implementation of the programme in the province. 

[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 20 Feb 81 p 9] 


GRANT FOR SIND HEALTH PROJECT--Japan is giving a grant of 600 million yen for the 
purchase of modern medical equipment for health projects in Sind. A four-member 
Japanese survey team called on the health secretary of Sind in Karachi yesterday 
and finalized arrangements in this regard. The Japanese team expressed satisfaction 
over the pace of work in the installation of medical equipment. [Text] [BK020802 
Karachi Domestic Service in Urdu 0200 GMT 2 Mar 81] 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


COOPERATION ON SLEEPING SICKNESS--Juba, 7 Feb (SUNA)--The government of Belgium 
will contribute $ 1/2 million for combating sleeping sickness at Eastern and Wes- 
tern Equatoria Provinces. The contribution will be directed for prevailing medi- 
cine and training workers in this regard. Regional Health and Social Welfare 
Minister and the Belgian technical coordinator at the Embassy of Belgium to Khar- 
toum yesterday reviewed the best means for utilizing the sum. [Text] [Khartoum 
SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 7 Feb 81 p 3] 
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SWAZILAND 





DECREASE OF CHOLERA CASES REPORTED 
Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 26 Feb 81 p 2 


(Text) The last fatal case of cholera here was 26 days ago when a man suffering 
from the disease, died on hie way to hospital from Meunduza location. 


It has been established that since that case no other report of the disease has 
been reported to the Minietry of Health. Thie encouraging piece of news is, how- 
ever, not a call for undue optimism, says the Director for Medical Services, Dr. 
Mike Dlamini. 


In an interview with the TIMES, Dr. Dlamini pointed out that the present situa- 
tion can be attributed to the co-operation of the nation as much as to the work 
of the Ministry. 


He went on to say that there is presently a number of health teams who are working 
at overcoming the poor conditions of health that some people stay in. These ac- 
tivities are mainly concentrated in the northern part of the Kingdom especially in 
places like Mashobeni near Pigg's Peak where, he said, there is a lot of inter- 
communication between the residents of that area and people coming from the eastern 
Transvaal where the disease is at large. 


Dr. Dlamini explained that the crews have been helping to teach the community mem- 
bers how to set up proper sanitation facilities by digging clean water supplies 
and providing them with toilet slabs. 


"We have also maintained the imposition of an embargo for vegetables from South 
Africa" Dr. Dlamini went on to say. Despite all these precautions, Dr. Dlamini 
stressed, the possibilities of having another case reported are still very high. 


He said, "We can prevent an epidemic but we certainly cannot prevent sporadic in- 
dividual cases." 


The latter danger, he said, depends largely on the flow of carriers of this diseases 
from Transvaal into Swaziland and the willingness of local people to co-operate 
with the Ministry's precautions. 


Asked to explain the present situation in Msunduza location where the latest case 
was reported and where the population density is so high, the Director pointed 





out that the same health measures that are being used in other breeding places have 
been adopted for this location, “applying injections has been suspended" he said, 


Teaching the community how to do these thinge themselves the top priority for the 
Ministry's undertakings in the case of Maunduga, Dr. Dlamini said that the health 
team which hae been assigned to Meunduga ie more concerned with demonatrating to 
the members of the location how to build their own toilete. 
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TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


RABLES DEATHS--Four people bitten by rabid doge have died at Shinyanga Covernment 
Hospital for lack of anti-rabies vaccine, the Shinyanga Regional Medical Officer, 
Neugu S. Madinda, said in Shinyanga yesterday. He said efforts to get the vaccine 
from Dar es Salaam had failed. As a preventive measure, he added, he had asked 
the Shinyanga Regional Vetinary office to kill stray doge and cats. [Text] (Dar 
es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 15 Feb 81 p 1) 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


MINISTER DISCUSSES SHORTCOMINGS IN PUBLIC HEALTH FIELD 
Port=-of=-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Jan 81 p 12 


[Text] The biggest problema facing health in Trinidad and Tobago is the short- 
age of physical facilities, qualified persons and equipment. 


This was stated by Mr Kamaluddin Mohammed, Minister of Health and Local Govern- 
ment in opening the Medical Update at the Trinidad Hilton Hotel last Saturday. 


Mr Mohammed outlined some of the probleme which developing countries are faced 
with in the field of health, with special emphasis on Trinidad and Tobago. 


He told the audience of doctors, nurses and specialists that the biggest problem 
was the lack of physical facilities which had been provided by government, but 
because of the great deal of construction taking place in the country, shortages 
and skille had been generated. “The problem is getting the actual physical work 
done," he added. 


Despite all the money that the country had, because of oil and gas, the size of 
the country was an inhibition and faced problems that other countries did not. 


Containing diseases became a problem because there were no geographical divisions 
within the country itself so disease spreads more quickly than in other countries. 


Mr Mohammed spoke of specialisation which, he said, was popular in North America 
but that this did not always suit the needs of developing countries because it 
was difficult to maintain. 


The Ministry of Health was trying to get a blend of specialists which would be 
suitable to Trinidad and Tobago, he added. 


Minister Mohammed also said that Government had geared its programme to meet all 
the needs of the country but that this could not be done overnight. 


“We have constraints, and we have had criticism which we are accustomed to, but 
we are spending considerable sums of money in every field, particularly in the 
public health sector.” 








In Outlying developments for 1981, Mr Mohammed said that construction of the 
Medical Complex would begin within the next six weeks, 





The San Fernando General Hospital and the Port-of-Spain General Hospital were 
also due for major improvements by June of this year. 


The introduction of open heart surgery at Caura Chest Hospital and the Burnes 
and Plastic Surgery Unit at Port-of-Spain were aleo major steps in the devel- 
opment of the country's health care, 

"The only thing that we have yet to introduce is kidney care in the country,” 
he added. 
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TRINLDAD AND TOBAGO 


STATE CORPORATION WILL HANDLE SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 

Port-of=Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 Jan 81 p | 

[Article by John Babb] 

[Text] A estate corporation has been established to handle solid waste disposal. 


it is known as the Trinidad and Tobago Solid Management Company, and was incor- 
porated November 12, 1980. Its shares are held by the Corporation Sole. 


The company is to work with, supplement, train and upgrade the staff of Local 
Government authorities. in the implementation of a comprehensive programme 
worked out by a team of local consultants, to cost $47 million for both short 
and long-term measures--measures that have been worked out in collaboration 
with all the Local Government bodies and the Ministry of Health. 


Addressing his party's convention vesterday, marking ite 25th anniversary Prime 
Minister Dr Eric Williams said the problem of solid waste disposal was much 
bigger than people thought. 


Solid waste disposal, he said, was not just a gimmick of Memorial Park or the 
unpleasant consequences of work-to-rule. Its major features were: 


A faecal waste collection programme, totalling some 14 million gallons currently, 
with a backlog in the existing collection system of some 7,000 tanks and pits; 


A faecal waste disposal programme due fundamentally to the virtual absence of 
appropriate facilities in San Fernando and the resultant transport of San 
Fernando's wastes to the Beetham Plant which now serves the entire country and 
will soon be no longer able to do so; and 


The 25 solid waste disposal sites now existing were little more than open burn- 
ing dumps, many of which need to be closed and regional landfill facilities 
substituted. 


The immediate short-term need, said Dr Williams, was the very special problem 
of the areas in East Port-of-Spain which cannot really be served by the muni- 
cipal system because of their inaccessibility to service and maintenance fleets, 
the absence of bins, the special difficulties posed by apartment buildings and 








inetitutions, and the really mammoth problema posed in such special areas as 
the Savannah and environs, the downtown commercial area, and by such special 
events aa Christmas, horse-racing and Carnival. 


Speaking about the new company, Dr Williams said it has ordered its own equip- 
ment, can employ ite own staff, and obviously had a special responsibility in 
respect of areas not currently served by local government authorities; for 
example, the inaccessible East Dry River area and NWA estates, and new areas 
incorporated into the expanded Arima Borough. 


The company will also give expert aid to such agencies as the Hospital Board, 
and the Airport Authority, and work in collaboration with WASA. 


Pilot Scheme 


The company, he said, has already initiated a pilot scheme in East Port-of- 
Spain, as one of the woret of the hard-to-serve areas, for the installation of 
mobile communal bins, and a supplementary environmental clean-up programme for 
local government bodies, nine of which have so far submitted proposals for re- 
moval of mine-dumps and cleaning of outfall drains containing solid wastes. 


One of the major problems being faced, cited Dr Williams, was the Beetham sani- 
tary landfill. The conversion, he recalled, was completed February 13, 1980, 
and the operations were handed over the con and management of the Port-of- 
Spain City Council. But a report from the consultants revealed a steady and 
continuous deterioration of operations at Beetham. 


The solution adopted was a one-week blitz with appropriate equipment and subse- 
quent limited maintenance until the City Council's equipmmnt is satisfactorily 
repaired. 


According to the report of the consultants, cause of the backsliding and 
deficiency was a clear lack of management control. 
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VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


RABLES DETECTED IN CATTLE==-Porlamar, 14 (Special)=--Island health officials detected 
four cases of bovine rabies in the town of Salamanca, Arismendi district jurisdiction, 
and thus began 4 sassive campaign on cows and steers. It was also necessary to des- 
troy some state-owned dogs and fumigate against bats, since the authorities feel 

that these animale are carriers of the disease. This information was supplied by 

Dr Luis Perez Aguero, head of the Department of Regional Epidemiology. He said that 
the public should not be alarmed because the outbreak was extinguished as soon as 

it was detected. He added that persons who had contact with infected animals were 
also vaccinated as a precaution. He added, moreover, that a committee had been 
appointed, made up of Dr Perez Aguero, Regional Health Commission veterinarian Romel 
Delgado, a MAC [Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock] official and a representative 
of the National Guard. He stated that this committee would be in charge of evaluating 
the preventive vaccination campaign, hearing any suits which might arise and main- 
taining strict control over animals arriving from the mainland. Finally, he said 
that owners of those animals would be asked for appropriate permits and antirabies 
vaccination certificates. [Text] [Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 17 Jan 81 p D-22) 
11937 
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ZAIRE 


BUKAVU RABLES EPIDEMIC BLAMED ON INACTION, SERUM LACK 
Kinshasa ELIMA in French 3 Feb 81 pp 1, 7 
[Article by Mbula Wakawaka S.: "Canine Rabies Grieves Bukavu" |} 


[Text] At the beginning of 1981: SOS, Bakavu is doing badly. The serious urban 
problems piling up are so distressing that it is hard to say which merits priority. 
in every way, the saddest is, for the time being, canine rabies. 


This disaster is not meeting any resistance. Still, when it would have been use- 
ful, the regional and urban authorities were otherwise occupied. They were given 
these heavy responsibilities before the worst appeared. Today we are reaping the 
bitter fruit of their failure to realize, or even downright irresponsibility. 


Actually, for more than 2 months, the local press has been giving the alert. It 
vociferously warned that “canine rabies has been moving about from door to door, 
defying veterinarians and hygienists because everyone jealously would like to keep 
his own dog." 


Were there are repercussions? We doubt it. For the trouble only grew worse. As 
always, the press cried out in the desert. If it had been heard, Bukavu would not 
be flooded with tears. 


Since then, the regional division of the veterinary department let it be known that 
it would request intervention on the part of the sub-regional urban authority to 
slaughter all the stray dogs. Unfortunately, nothing was left to us but the memory 
of a beautiful promise. 


Meanwhile, in the three urban zones of Bukavu, a dog attacked inside a house biting 
five persons. The father of the family and one of the children succumbed a few 
hours after the attack. There was total desolation. From then on, the population 
of Bukavu lived in worry, uncertainty, and fear. 


It is worth asking about this unfortunate happening. Because the last straw is 
that, for the time being, there is not a single vial of antirabies serum in the 
local pharmacies. faced with the current epidemic, which continues to sow panic, 
the observer may ask bitterly what the result will be. Ruthlessness? Possibly. 
Even more than the total lack of vaccine. 


42 





Our opinion ie that drastic measures should be decreed immediately. Moat people 
advocate formal prohibition of etray doge in populated areas and on public thorough= 
fares, Let this law be enforced, Let it be respected with no qualifications, Let 
eugar-coated solutions and hall measures be avoided. <A census of all dog-owners 
should be taken immediately. They should all be subjected to rigorous control, 


This tragic epidemic ought to inetruct ue further. It must awaken us so that we 
will be more conscientious and responsible in our capacity as government employees/- 
technicians. The trouble which te grieving Bukavu must help us to have the courage 
to recognize our weaknesses, our errore, and our omissions which in the long run 
turn out to be harmful, 


Thus it is our duty to condemn publicly the lack of caring and of conscientiousness 
which certain local authorities seem to have reserved for this rabies epidemic, 


If they find themselves powerless in the face of this disaster, it is simply that 
they have lost sight of the fact that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of 
cure, 


With courage and dignity, all Bukavu, stricken with grief, hopes that these same 
officials go all out to lessen the danger. Let them appeal for the intervention 

of international organizations. Let the alert be given in Kinshasa from which 
salvation is waited for. Since the situation is very serious, no one can get bogged 
down in inaction. Now is the time to get to work and prove our spirit of initiative 
and capacity for action. 


Since the Medico-Legal Institute is overloaded, it is time to limit the number of 


deaths and particularly of those cruel and horrendous deaths caused by canine 
rabies. 
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ZAMBIA 


REPORTED SPREAD OF MANSA TYPHOID OUTBREAK 
Spreads to Kawambwa, Luanshya 
(Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 18 Feb 81 p 1] 


(Text) Typhoid, which killed four girls at Luamfumu Zambia National Service camp 


in Mansa last week, has now spread to Mable Shaw Secondary School in Kawambwa and 
Luanshya on the Copperbelt. 





Minister of Health, Mr 
Rajah Kunda, told Par- 
liament yesterday that 
five proved cases of the 
disease had occurred and 
20 others were suspected 
at Mable Shaw n- 
dary School---168km 
from Mansa. 


The minister's statement 
was in answer tw a van 
P Mr 


Tees Matups, who wanted t0 
know if the disease had been 
identified 


Dr Mudli said the girls were 
among 400 recruits who had 
escaped from Luamfumu ZNS 


camp. 

Dr Mudli said the first cases 
of typhoid came up at the 
hospital on Monday, addi 
that the hos had 
Chibolya clinic and turned it 
into an isolation wing. 

The hospital was making 


“ with the office 
officer for the Copperbelt Pro- 


initiated and that - 
blems were expected at the 
school. 

To protect the girls at the 
school and the camp, the mini- 
ster said all of them had been 
put on a full course of treat- 
ment for 14 days 
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and health did not mix 

He informed the 
tests had shown beyond 
that the disease was typhoid 
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fever which was caused by 
contaminated food or water 
and that three of the girls ad- 
mitted to the University 
Teaching Hospital in Lusaka 
were seriously ill while the rest 
were recovering. 

Answering questions on 
why the camp could not be 
closed. Mr Kunda said the 
disease could break out any- 
where. even in hotels. 

He said that his 
ministry had given instruc: 
tions to the school and ZNS 
camp authorities to find a 
different source of water and 
improve food 

He denied his ministry had 
sent specimen abroad to deter: 
mine the disease. He said that 
because Zambia was a mem- 
ber of the World Health 
Organisation. she was under 
an obligation to inform the 
WHO of an outbreak of the 
epidemic 

‘We have sufficiently quali- 
fied people who identified the 
disease, we did not have to 
have it identified abroad.’ he 
said. 

When he made a ministena! 
statement to the House on the 
outbreak of the disease Mini. 
ster of Defence Mr Wilson 
Chakulya said the specimen 
had been sent overseas to 
determine the disease 








Some Mansa Excapees Return 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 19 Feb 81 p 1 


(Text) SOME of the gm who ran away from typhoid-hit 
Lwamfumu Zambia National camp in Mansa have 
started going back while some of their colleagues 
still at large are admitted to Kitwe Central Hospital. 


Luapula Province Member of 


on the Copperbelt, went 
the Central Committee, Mrs ——. A. to Kitwe Central ‘'on their 
Mary Fulano, said in Mansa ; own," 


vesterday she was pleased 
with the response from 
parents to send their 


Former Minister of Health 
and now Minister of Power, 
Transport and Communica. 


camp have been admitted 
daughters to the camp so . ntral Hospital tions, Mr Rajah Kunda, 
that they could complete Senior medical — told Parliament on Tuesday 


their treatment against the 
disease which has claimed 
—_ lives. - 

"It appears our to parents 
to send back their children 


now reporting to the 


ty 
; 
i 


that the killer disease had 
spread to Mabel Shaw 
Secondary School in Mbe- 
reshi. 

In Ndola, Copperbeit per- 
manent secretary, Mr Jor- 
dan Munkanta, _ 
to parents still keeping 


camp daily. Even today to the hospital their children to send 
more - —— 2 = Mansa camp. 2 a ye back so that the 
ne at ee —— out diagnos — RS ES 
Fulano. 2* 222 Mr Mufalo Litongo, the 


At least 400 girls from the typhoid "’ ncial health inspector 
camp esca last week te ety the girls, who have the Copperbeit called 
because — out- t to 12 the number on residents not to panic 
break. Four of them have of from the camp because the situation was 
now been admitted in to two hospitals under control and his 


Luanshya's Thomson Hos- 
pital where the medical 


Hospitalization of Mansa Girls 


office had sufficient drugs 
to fight the disease. 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 24 Feb 81 p 5 


[ Text} 


TWENTY-ONE girls from the ' 
Luamfumu Zambia Nationa) 

Service camp in Mansa have 

heen admitted to Konkola 

mine hospital in Chililabombwe 

with tvphoid. 

Confirming this yesterday. 
the hospital's chief medical 
officer. Dr Thottichira Thomas 
said 15 girls had the disease 
and the other six were under 
investigation. 

Dr Thomas said hospital 
authorities had turned Na- 





lumango clinic into an isolation 
unit for the girls. 

And 13 more girls from 
Luamfumu have been admitt. 
ed at Mufulira’s Ronald Ross 
and Malcom Watson hospitals 
for observation. 

Eleven are at Ronald Ross 
and two at Malcom Watson 
hospital. Spokesman for the 
two hospitals said one girl had 
typhoid and the rest were 
under observation. — Times 
Reporter /Zana. 








Typhoid Prevention Campaign 


Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 26 Feb @1 p 1 


[Text] THE Government 


famu Zambia Nati- 
onal Service camp 
near Mansa was of 
grave concern to his 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


QUARANTINE WARNING--Conservationist Harry Butler says that it may take a major 
outbreak of an exotic disease in Australia to make people fully aware of the impor- 
tance of quarantine, "Most Australians are abysmally ignorant of quarantine regula- 
tions," he said. "But the impact on the Australian economy and lifestyle, if an 
exotic disease such as foot-and-mouth or Newcastle disease broke out, would be 
catastrophic." Foot-and-mouth disease would devastate the rural economy and 
Newcastle disease would ruin the poultry industry and native bird life, Mr Butler 
said. He was speaking at Perth Airport at the start of a WA tour for a national 
campaign mounted by the Australian Quarantine Service. It aims to make quarantine 
and its objectives understood by the public. Mr Butler said that because of its 
isolation Australia was free of most of the dangerous plant, animal and human 
diseases found in other parts of the world. But with more than a million 
Australians travelling overseas each year and 800,000 people visiting Australia 
annually, the risk of disease being introduced was rising, he said. "It has become 
an accepted practice to try to beat quarantine when coming into Australia," Mr 
Butler said. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 20 Jan 81 p 13] 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


APHTHOUS FEVER VACCINATION CAMPAIGN--About 70,000 head of cattle are to be vacci- 
nated against aphthous fever (foot-and-mouth disease) during the first phase of a 
vaccination campaign initiated yesterday by the Federal District's Secretariat of 
Agriculture and Production and the PRONASA (National Animal Health Program). Since 
1978, vaccination against food-and-mouth disease has been compulsory throughout the 
Pederal District in accordance with Decree No 4,269 of 4 August 1978. According to 
Gilberto Isoni, head of PRONASA-DF, the vaccine used in the Federal District for 

the past 3 years is of the polyvalent oleaginous type which immunizes an adult cow 
or bull for 1 year and a calf for 6 months. This vaccine is being tested in four 
Brazilian states, “since it is new and more effective than the conventional vaccine 
which immunizes for only 4 months.” Each dose costs the cattle breeder 27 cruzeiros, 
but he does not have to pay the PRONASA vaccinating team which comes to the farm to 
perform the vaccination. The breeder who does not vaccinate his herd is fined 7,000 
cruzeiros in addition to having his operation closed down and being responsible for 
any expense incurred by neighboring areas where the disease might break out. 

Caused by a virus, aphthous fever attacks cattle and swine, but the vaccine is not 
effective in the latter case. The recovery takes from 1 week to 20 days, and dis- 
infectants, tonics and germicides are used to help the sick animal recuperate. 

[Text] (Brasilia CORREIO BRAZILIENSE in Portuguese 3 Feb 81 p 12) 8568 





JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


BLACK LEG SCARE~-An outbreak of blackleg disease of cattle is suspected to have 
occurred in certain areas of St. James, including Roehampton, Anchovy and Mafoota, 
Reports said that about 17 animals have died, but the Veterinary Division of the 
Ministry of Agriculture said it was unable to confirm if the cause was black leg 
disease, as the carcasses of the animals had been disposed of before its represen- 
tative was called in. The report from the Veterinary Division said it had re- 
cently stepped up the campaign against black leg and had instituted a programme 

of vaccination each Wednesday in parishes around the island. The department has 
also issued an appeal to farmers to take advantage of the programme as the dis- 
ease can be extremely costly to them. Black leg disease of cattle usually attacks 
calves, but has been known to occur in adult animals as well. [Text] [Kingston 
THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Feb 81 p 1] 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


SHANDONG RABIES OUTBREAK--With the approval of the Provincial People's Government, 
the Provincial Public Health, Agriculture, Foreign Trade Department and Supply- 
Marketing Cooperative recently issued a joint circular urging all localities to 
intensify their leadership over preventing rabies. The circular called for 

killing doge which had contracted rabies. Areas suffering from rabies must hunt 
and kill all afflicted dogs. It is prohibited to eat or skin the killed dogs. 
People bitten by afflicted dogs should promptly receive shots. The circular stipu- 
lates that raising dogs be forbidden in urban areas at and above the town level. 
[SKO21050 Jinan Shandong Provincial Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 28 Feb 861) 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


DEATHS FROM TICKBORNE DISEASE~-The veterinary and tetee control department in 
Southern Province has sent more livestock officers and medicine to Chief Choongo's 
area in Monge where about 2,000 herd of cattle have died of tickbone disease [as 
published]. To prevent the disease from spreading, the department has imposed 
restrictions on cattle movements in the area and intensified ite programme of 
vaccinating and dipping the animals. Provincial livestock officer, Mr Isaac Mwenya, 
who has just returned from an on-the-spot investigation tour of the area, said in 
Choma yesterday the department was doing everything possible to wipe out the killer 
disease. "We have sent more men and medicines to the affected area to fight the 
disease while livestock movements have been restricted,” he said. The department 
was carrying out an exercise to educate cattle owners on the dangers of letting 
their animale wander about while there is still an outbreak of the disease. [Text] 
[Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 13 Feb 81 p 5) 
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GRASSHOPPERS DAMAGING EASTERN TABLELANDS IN NSW 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 19 Jan 81 p 4 


[Article by Vernon Grahaa) 


[ Text} 
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State Treasury after heavy 
commitments to plague locust con- 
trol in the past few years. 
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At present, the Noxious Insect Act 
insects which swarm 


to ravage areas 
tres away. 


The wingless grasshopper doesn't 
swarm or ay but disperses 
itself widely pasture near its 
birth place. 

These characteristics make 
chemical control extremely costly 
and rishy to the = enviroment 


because such large areas have to be 
treated with chemicals. 


The director of entomology at the 
NSW De nt of Agriculture, 
Mr Max Casimir, yesterday said the 
Government was hel to fund a 
research project to the most 
efficient and cheapest answer. 

Scientists are studying biological 
control and in if pasture 
and rates 


management 
have a part to play in wingless 
grasshopper control. 

Scientists are studying biological 
control and investigating if pasture 


part to play in wingless 
grasshopper control. 

Mr Casimir said the surge in #ing- 
less grasshopper numbers was 
linked with increased superphosph- 
ate usage, high stocking rates and a 
series of dry springs and summers. 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


FRUIT FLY INVASILON--Most of the suburb of Carnegie has been declared a fruit fly 
area, This follows the discovery of Queensland fruit flies in apricots from a 
backyard tree. The Department of Agriculture has begun a search-and-destroy opera- 
tion by spraying street trees throughout Carnegie. Mr Ron Mullett, chief of the 
division of plant standards, said the trees were being sprayed with baits which would 
kill the frvit flies. Mr Mullett said that, although the fly produced thousands of 
eggs, it was doubtful whether it would proliferate in Melbourne because it was 

rare for weather conditions to stay favorable for long periods. However, he 
appealed to householders to contact the Department of Agriculture if they suspected 
fruit fly. The telephone number of the senior orchard inspector is 651 7475. [Text] 
[Melbourne THE AGE in English 23 Jan 81 p 5) 
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COUNTRY SECTLON BERMUDA 


ALRCRAFT SPRAYING=-Dr. the Hon, Clarence James, Minister of Health and Social 
Services, has ended the requirement for aircraft arriving in Bermuda from Britain 
and the northern parte of the United States and Canada to be sprayed with an 
insecticide, Lt was generally agreed that the method of epraying aircraft as at 
present practised in flight did not guarantee a complete kill of mosquitoes, assuming 
there were mosquitoes aboard, he said in a Government statement. Many health pro- 
fessionals in the Caribbean and elsewhere claim never to have seen a mosquito aboard 
a commercial aircraft,” the release went on. “I have decided, therefore, that the 
Bermuda authorities need no longer demand that aircraft landing here from Britain 
and from the northerm parts of the United States and Canada be sprayed with an 
insecticide. However, since Bermuda is free from malaria, dengue, and yellow fever 
carrying mosquitoes, and since these mosquitoes exist in some of the countries to 
the south of Bermuda, I think it prudent, at this stage, still to require aircraft 
coming from that part of the globe (between 32 degrees north and 32 degrees south) 
to be sprayed. This means that aircraft from the Caribbean, the Bahamas, and 
Florida--but not Atlanta--would have to be sprayed with an insecticide as before 
when arriving in Bermuda.” [Text] [Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 5 Feb 81 


p 5) 
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GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


SUGAR PEST=<St. Georges, Grenada, Jan. 26 (CANA)=<-The Grenada Government has 
said that the country is now better equipped to control the froghopper pest 
which has wreaked havoc in the island's sugar industry. A government statement 
said that three sugar cane agronomists have returned home from Venezuela where 
they were taught new methode of controlling peste with particular emphasis be- 
ing placed on the froghopper. The statement said that froghopper is of economic 
concern to the country because the cane destroyed by the pest is valued at about 
4 quarter million dollars (£C--$92,592 U.S.) in value. The three agronomists, 
Orgias Campbell, Tony MacDonald and Joseph Gill, were also taught improved methods 
of sugar cane cultivation. The one-week trip by the three agronomists was part 
of the Venezuelan Government's technical assistance programme to Grenada. 

[Text] [Kingeton THE GLEANER in English 28 Jan 81 p 3) 


BANANA DISEASES--St. Georges, Grenada, Thursday, (CANA)--A four man team from 
the Windward Islands Banana Association (WINBAN) is now on a visit to Grenada 
to review the operations of the local industry. Principal interest of the team 
is the maco and leaf spot diseases now affecting the industry and several field 
trips have been organised to provide first hand information. The team, which 
arrived on February 2, comprises Dr Joseph Edmunds, WINBAN Director, Dr Keith 
Cronshaw, plant pathologist, Colin Burton, post harvest scientists and Newman 
Knight of WINBAN's fruit quality department. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS 
in English 13 Feb 81 p 11] 
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GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


COFFEE AREA FREE OF RUST--Coatepeque--The coffee areas of San Marcos, Huehuetenango 
and Quezaltenango are free of coffee rust due to the work of the Mexican-Guatemalan 
Joint Commission for the control of this fungus, said the regional coordinator 

Hugo Campollo. The official said that the largest coffee area of the country is 
out of danger and that the statements made by some international press dispatches 
saying that there is coffee rust in the Mexico-Guatemalan border are not true, 
There have been reports but fortunately all have turned out to be false. Among 

the measures taken to protect the 127,829 manzanas of coffee of the area, he added, 
is the installation of vehicle fumigation posts in Tecun Uman and the same will 

be done in Cuatro Caminos, Retalhuleu, to stop the fungus from spreading. 

[Excerpt] [PAO31937 Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 24 Feb 81 p 62] 
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JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


BANANA LEAF SPOT--Alexandria, Jan. 20--An outbreak of leaf spot disease and 
thieves are playing havoc with banana cultivation in Cave Valley, Aenon Town, 
Thatch Walk, Greenock and surrounding areas of St. Ann. The banana fields 

were devastated by Hurricane Allen last year but efforts to rehabilitate the 
fields are being hampered by irregular spraying which farmers believe is respon- 
sible for the outbreak of leaf spot. [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 30 Jan 81 p 3] 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


PLANT PARASITE COMPLAINT--I read with immense interest, an article (NN 22/11/80) 
captioned, "Federal Government to spend one million Naira to eradicate cassava 
diseases."" This is a very kind gesture on the part of the Federal Government, 
which is applauded from a lot of quarters of the population of this country. 
While expressing our profound appreciation for this kind gesture, I should like 
to use this media to appeal for another. Sorguhum (commonly known as guineacorn) 
forms the staple food of the inhabitants of this country, north of the rivers Ni- 
ger and Benue, right up to the Sahel zone; and is also consumed to a certain ex- 
tent in some other states, south of the two rivers. This important food crop is 
plagued by a parasite, striga senegalensis (commonly known as striga in English 
and Wuta-Wuta in Hausa), which greatly inhibits the production of the crop. In 
most parts of this country, hardly can a farmer grow two successful crops of sor- 
ghum in succession without practicing shifting cultivation because of the menace 
of this weed. It will be another milestone, in the Green Revolution programme of 
the present administration, if the Federal Government considers giving a reason- 
able amount of money to an appropriate research organization to enable such an 
organization conduct intensive research aimed at eradicating this weed within the 
shortest possible time. [Letter by Idrisu Ahmadu] [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in 
English 21 Feb 81 p 4] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


AFRICAN BEE INVASION THREATENS HONEY INDUSTRY 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 3 Feb 81 p 3 


{Text ] 


PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad, 
Monday, (CANA) — The 
Trinidad and Tobago Govern- 
ment is ra to crush a 
‘rebellion’ in its honey in- 

-paid workers, 


armed with —v8. 
outfitted in protective e 
have at least 62 hives 
and several thousand militant 
guardians. 

But fears of a ‘“‘coup’’ still 
persist. 

The war is being fought 
against a vicious Africanised 
strain — a product of a. 
cross-breeding experiment in 
Brazil that went fine unti) some 
of the insects escaped from the 
laboratory, carving a trail of 
death and fear across the 


Americas. 

It started here following at- 
tacks on several persons and 
fears that the lucrative honey 
industry, run by an estimated 
8 000 colonies of gentle Italian 
bees, could be taken over by the 


invaders. 
the attack is 

Government's: Inspector of 
Apairies, Mohammed Hallim. 
who said that if the invaders 
were allowed to entrench 
themselves they could take over 
existing apiaries. ee 
forcing out of business small 
farmers who were not prepared 
to risk the attacks 

Moreover, he said, the 
Africamsed ay had been found 
to carry ‘very damaging’ pests 
and diseases 
‘They can contaminate our 


Until 1979, when the militant 
strain was discovered here, 
there was little uneasiness in the 
bee-keeping business, which 
meets one-tenth of the national 
demand of one million litres of 


about the lity of their 
hives being to the swarming 
invaders. 


The ‘killer bees’’ as they are 
called in Guyana, have been 
migrating northwards from 
Brazil at a rate of about 300 
miles (480 km) a year, ac- 


cording to (he experts. 
Swarms have a in 
French Guyana, Suriname, 


Colombia, and Venezuela, 
among other countries. Water 
has been no barrier to their 
advance. 

Ironically, Brazil, where the 
experiment started, is said to 
have suffered more than any 
other country from the wide- 
spread rebellion, with Ra 
geographic’ putting the dea 
toll ere above 100 

Although highly aggressive, 
the Africanised bees possess one 
outstanding virtue: they 

large amounts of honey. 

The Brazilian Government 
had asked University of Sao 
Paulo Warwick 


in tropical areas of the 

So in 1956 Keer placed 
African bees in an isolated 
apiary in the state of Sao Paulo. 
for use in breeding experiments. 


were under tion 
until an i — 


lifted the on hives. 
Since then the queens of the 
\frican strain have mated with 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


aentier varieties, multiplying 
milhans-fold 

Several Trinidadians have 
heen attacked. On October 26, 
1980 (wo linesmen carrying out 
electrical work on a high tension 
voltage steel post, 50 feet above 
the ground, were attacked by 
hundreds of hees they had 
disturbed, Mr. Hallim said. 

The hees chased the entire 
crew at least 100 metres. A few 
days later Mr Hallim destroyed 
the hive. 

A female agricultural worker, 
agricultural officers, a tractor 
driver, and children have been 
listed among the victims of the 
attacks, none of which proved 
fatal 

Government officials have 
also investigate’ at leust 40 
hives which as it \urned out were 
housing bees of a gentle strain, 
Mr Uallim reported. 


Government's bee experts 
think the solution could lie in 
controlling the mating of the 
\fricanised bees and ensuring 
that [tahan queens aremated by 
Italian drones 


“Their theory is that the way 
to, well, de-Africanise a colony 
is to replace the African queen 
with a gentle Italian queen”, the 
Express newspaper reported 

‘In that way the colony is not 
destroyed, but continues to 
function and produce honey and 
im about three weeks time. it 
would he completely gentle 
main 

There was one flaw 

‘What, however is to stop 
(russ breeding between Italian 
and Africanised bees buzzing 
sbout in the environment 
Nothing. In fact, that is highly 
likely and Mr. Haillim tells us 
(hat ‘the experience of South 








Ainerica indicates that the and ensure that Italian 


queens t dded 
ene of such matings are still are mated with Italian drones. - ey the Ministry 9— 
ighly aggressive’ This can be done in- Agriculture can suf: 
“The only solution to that strumental insemination of ficient gentle queens by itself is 
oroblem is to control this mating heesa another problem’ 
CSO: 5400 
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VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


HAU GIANG PEST=-~Peasants and production collectives in Thot Not district, Hau 
Giang Province, are actively controlling insects on more than 4,500 hectares of 
winter-spring rice. Within a short period of time, more than 50 percent of the 
affected area have been saved. [Text] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 2 Feb 81] 
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